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Abstract

The film “Lizard” by Kamal Tabrizi can be considered one of the

most important works of Iranian cinema in the critical representa-

tion of social, moral and religious issues. The present study, with AP
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a descriptive-analytical approach and using sociological perspec-
tives, moral philosophy and religious studies, examines the three
main axes of this film, namely social harms, moral foundations
and the issue of religiosity. The findings of the study show that
many of the crises of the film’s characters, including Reza Mosh-
gali’s tendency to commit suicide, are rooted in social structures
and a sense of instability in social status. The film also critically
examines phenomena such as social deviance, family violence
and divorce and introduces them as the result of the weakness of
the cultural and moral structures of society. On a moral level, the
film emphasizes the issue of “suffering” as one of the most fun-
damental issues of human existence and shows that moral con-
frontation with suffering, unlike violence and coercion, can pave
the way for individual transformation. In the field of religion and
religiosity, the film also criticizes formal religiosity, dogmatism,
and an instrumental view of religion, and in contrast, highlights
a kind of individual and non-exclusive spirituality. Accordingly,
the present article concludes that “The Lizard” is not simply a
work of social satire, but rather a critical and philosophical text
that provides the opportunity to rethink morality, spirituality, and

religious experience in contemporary Iranian society.
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