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Abstract

This study examines the potential of religious commonalities in
peacebuilding within the framework of critical practical theology.
Religion has played a paradoxical role in the duality of peace and
conflict, often acting simultaneously as a catalyst for violence and
as a source of hope and reconciliation. Against this backdrop, the

study focuses on shared religious concepts such as justice, love, \of
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innate spirituality, and human solidarity, which can serve as a
solid foundation for reducing tensions and fostering coexistence.
However, the promising capacity of religious commonalities
raises fundamental questions about structural inequalities,
hegemonic narratives, and the marginalization of theological and
cultural differences. Who defines these commonalities? Do they
inadvertently obscure deep social inequities? Accordingly, this
article aims to categorize and analyze the ethical, spiritual, and
social potential of religious commonalities in promoting justice,
love, and coexistence; critically examine the conceptual and
practical challenges associated with an exclusive emphasis on
religious commonalities; and propose a model for interreligious
engagement that leverages shared values while accounting for
differences between religious traditions and the complexities of
human relationships. The study demonstrates that while religious
commonalities can serve as valuable tools for peacebuilding, an
exclusive focus on them may oversimplify the theological and
cultural diversity inherent in different religions, reducing dialogue
to superficial agreements. Utilizing the Catherine Cornille’s
“interreligious learning” model, the article argues that meaningful
dialogue requires simultaneous attention to commonalities and a
critical examination of differences. While religious commonalities
are important, they are insufficient on their own for sustainable
peacebuilding. The realization of their full potential necessitates
a critical framework that respects diversity and differences
while analyzing power structures. The findings emphasize the
importance of balancing convergence and divergence in interfaith

engagements to promote justice and genuine coexistence.

Keywords: Shared religious principles, peacebuilding, critical
practical theology, interreligious dialogue, religious convergence.
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17. Agape

18. Ahimsa

19. Jainism

20. Sikhism
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23.Yin and Yang
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